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separately in charge of overseers and maistries, who are themselves
convicts.

Manufactures were carried on to a large extent intramurally up
to 1882, since when they have been discontinued under the order of
the Government of India: they consisted of cotton cloth and cumbly
weaving, boot and sandal making for the Police Department, cotton
carpets, cotton and wool spinning, coir mat and rope making, carpentry,
sawing timber by hand and machinery, masonry work, biniths' work,
basket and chair making, and numerous miscellaneous works. In 1875
a large quantity of weaving machinery, consisting of power looms,
warping, winding, and bobbin machines, were transferred from the
Penitentiary in Madras; the looms, instead of being worked by steam-
power, are worked by cranks and treadmill.

At the time of writing, with the exception of carpentry, all manufac-
tures have ceased* The prisoners do all the menial work of the jail,
viz., cooking, scavengering, washing clothes, grinding grain (this is
done by the females); they are also employed, when required, in making
the cloth for their own clothing, also cumblies and sleeping mats.

The health of the prisoners has been generally good ; it has been
exceptionally so during the past year, 1883. From 1866 to 1877 there
had been only 3 cases of cholera ; 1 was fatal. In 1877, the year of
the famine, when the jail was excessively overcrowded, cholera broke
out and carried off 45 prisoners, but the death-rate under this head was
comparatively small to that under other heads. The total mortality in
both jails was 638 during the year; the average daily strength was
nearly 2,000,

In 1873 there was a good deal of sickness, principally dysentery;
this sickness was attributed to excessive punishment by restriction of
diet, but whether such was the case has never been proved.

In 1882 there was a very sharp epidemic of cholera, which carried off

19  prisoners; this was an extraordinary epidemic, as cholera was not
prevalent in the neighbourhood of the jail: the first prisoner attacked
had also been in jail some years.   The most prevalent ailments amongst
the prisoners are diarrhoea, dysentery, anaemia and Guinea-worm.

The diet consists of ragi and cholam on alternate days, except Wed-
nesday and Sunday evening, when rice is issued; 5 ounces of meat
without bone is issued three days a week; fresh fisli can be substituted
for meat on one day, Vegetables and ingredients for making curry axe
issued daily. The amount of ragi or chelam for each male prisoner is
24 ounces, and 26 ounces of rice; the women and juvenile prisoners get

20 ounces of grain and 4 ounces of meat.

Each prisoner gets a full meal at 11 A.M. and 5-30 *<M. with a
chatty of ragi or cholam early in the morning before going to work.
The health of the prisoners is in no way deleteriously affected by their
food or labor. As a rule, all prisoners improve in their general
appearance after they have been imprisoned some little time, in the
central jail especially; but in the district jail, which only contains the

44